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FAEMEALEEREINE T — S —AUMIE | IHE (e M EGE T B SRS A — R R 5
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"SRRI AR 2 H T CGHE R B BB E R © BT (HHEDEE ) BB
HE ) (2013) -

12 «Qur traditional conception of allegory - based, for instance, on stereotypes of Bunyan - is that of an elaborate set
of figures and personifications to be read against some one-to-one table of equivalences [...].” (Jameson, 2000: 324)
13 «[...] allegorical spirit is profoundly discontinuous, a matter of breaks and heterogeneities, of the multiple
polysemia of the dream rather than the homogeneous representation of the symbol.” (Jameson, 2000: 324)

4 «“Ah Q is thus, allegorically, China itself. [...] his persecutors - the idlers and bullies who find their daily
pleasures in getting a rise out of just such miserable victims as Ah Q - they too are China, in the allegorical sense.”
(Jameson, 2000: 325)
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"R TR S5 IR A AL T AR R B G A S R

'3 “Third-world texts, even those which are seemingly private and invested with a properly libidinal dynamic -
necessarily project a political dimension in the form of national allegory: the story of the private individual destiny
is always an allegory of the embattled situation of the public third-world culture and society.” (Jameson, 2000: 320)
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The Present Absences:
Reading the Novel Loveable Rivals as a Political Allegory

Weng, Hsiao-ming
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National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

Being acknowledged as the most iconic popular fiction in Taiwan under Japanese colonial
rule, Loveable Rivals is obviously a valuable text to academic research; however, there is still a
large amount of political significance within Loveable Rivals waiting for further analysis after
many researchers have done their work. By observing both the geopolitical and nationalist
political aspects of this novel, this paper seeks to read Loveable Rivals as a political allegory,
in which the male and female protagonists’ personal situation could be seen as the metaphor of
Taiwan/Taiwanese’s political situation under Japanese colonial rule. In the aspect of
geopolitics, this paper focuses on the question of why several letters of English alphabet serve
as the substitute for the distinct geographical name “Kaohsiung” in the first part of Loveable
Rivals and why such substitute is abandoned in the second half. It then reads such performing
strategy as a represent of the process of constructing the sense of spatial or geographical
belongingness, which is always conceived as the very lack of many individual minds under the
condition of colonial rule. In the aspect of nationalist politics, this paper focuses on the
question of why two of the absent characters with the word “hwa”(3£) in their names are
capable of influencing vitally the male and female protagonists respectively across the board,
and reads these two absent characters as the political Chinese factor which has been forced to
keep absent from Taiwan under Japanese colonial rule. Based on the above evidences, this
paper argues that Loveable Rivals, through its literary devices, effectively speaks for a
dimension of Taiwanese elite islanders’ collective consciousness which is rich in political

significance.

Keywords: Loveable Rivals, allegory, Taiwan, geopolitics, nationalist politics





