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“Japan” in the Nativist Education of Taiwan:
How Nativist Textbooks Interpreted Japanese Colonial Taiwan

Lin, Chu-mei
Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan Culture, Languages and Literature,

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The atmosphere of wiping out Japanese influences dominated early post-war Taiwan
because of the hegemony of Chinese culture. This dominance manifested in textbooks through
a biased historical discourse which either concentrated on the Sino-Japanese War and the
armed resistances against the Japanese colonial regime, or selectively ignored other aspects of
the Japanese colonialism. The educational ideology was altered in the 1990’s. The emergence
of the nativist education changed the Sino-centric perspective and greatly expanded the
description about Taiwan under Japanese colonial rule in textbooks. During the shift of these
historical ideologies, Taiwanese society gradually developed a notion to accept the colonial
legacy that Japanese brought to Taiwan not only colonialism but also “modernization”. This
acceptance accidentally made “Japan” an element to compete with “China” in school curricula.

This paper investigates the emergence and the implementation of nativist education in the
1990°s through comparing the texts about the Japanese colonial rule in Taiwan in the following
teaching materials: (1) the nativist teaching materials (3 +Z4£1), (2) Knowing Taiwan (595
51, and (3) the textbooks of social studies (jit & Z{FlE). This comparison will reveal how
the historical memory of Japanese rule was appropriated and transferred into a cultural impetus

to the formation of Taiwanese identity.

Keywords: Taiwan, the Japanese colonial period, nativist education, nativist teaching

materials, textbooks
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