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Het houden des H. Avondmaels nabij sijnde, worden de ledematen gecensureert, en
hoort de kerkenraed met leedwesen... [Holy Super nearing, the members are examined,

and the Church Council hears with regret...]’
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First session held on 6 October

D. Simon van Breen and Sr Nicasius d’Hooge are appointed, in addition to Sr. Cornelius Cesar,
appointed by the Council, on behalf of D. Rob. Junius and Bavius to visit some of the northern
villages in Formosa, i.e. Soulang, Mattou, Sinckan, Backluan and Tavokan, and report their
findings. They declare that they have found the congregations in these above-mentioned places
in good condition. In spite of the fact that the light of the Gospel has only shone there for such
a short time, it was hard not to find someone, even children from 7 to 8 years old, who didn’t
know how to recite the Lord’s prayer, the articles of faith, ten commandments, morning and
evening prayer as well as the prayers before and after the meal. Some young men who had
been specifically instructed to be schoolmasters had made so much progress that even on the

more prominent subjects of our religion, they could argue with particular knowledge and

* Kerkboek (Fol. 31) 18 Sessie Den 3 May 1643 “Jan Pietersz van Amesfoort gewesene krankbesoecker
tegenwoordich soldaet, versoeckende dat in sijn voorgaende ampt mochte gestelt werden, werde afgeslagen alsoo
noch geen teckenen van beterschap betoont.”
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discernment. The skill of writing also increased among the Formosan youth, and this is

expected to increase even more if they are provided with good writing teachers.

With the ship d’Salmander about to depart for Batavia in a few days, it was deemed
appropriate to inform not only the Church Council of Batavia, but also the homeland Classes
of Amsterdam and Middelburg about the condition of the congregations of Teyoan and
Formosa. Moreover, D. Simon van Breen, the elder Sr. Pieter Boon and the Deacon Mr. Philips
have been chosen, together with the elders of Soulang, to hear the letter being read out loud,

which will be sent in [our] collective name, and which was drafted by D. Bavius.

(Fol 2) With the celebration of the Lord’s Supper approaching, the members are being
examined and the Church Council hears with sorrow how Miss Pijls and Paulus Struijs along
with his wife had verbally abused each other inappropriately. Sr. Schillemans was in dispute
with Miss Pels, and was in particular most displeased with Sr. Cesar and his wife. Without
restraint, Mayken Huiberts ...moer had scolded Miss Pijls on the street as an ‘old woman’.
Bartel Arendse and his wife were involved in a heated argument, which came close to
irreconcilable disagreement with Willem Gijsens and Maiken Huiberts. Not only were very
aggravating insults exchanged, but the women also got into a fight, hitting each other and
inciting Bartel Arendse and Willem Gijsens to a duel. Arend Rossennaed, an attendant to the
sick, lived in an unchristian and intemperate manner in the castle, keeping a slow and
quarrelsome household. Hence the Church Council means to punish the most serious offences,
admonish in order to improve, with the threat that in case of disobedience, it will terminate his
employment and replace [him] with someone more competent. The other members mentioned
would not only be punished and admonished in relation to their employment, but also be

encouraged towards reconciliation, with the unruly being excluded from the Supper.

Simon van Breen
Preacher

Pieter Boon

Elder

Philippus Heijlman
Deacon

Nicolaes Reijerss Deacon
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(Fol 3) 2 S, 9 October

The representatives report to the Council meeting that the letter drafted by Bavius was seen
and read aloud. D. Simon van Breen observed that the letter mentioned that D. Bavius would
take up residence in Soulang to replace Junius, but that D. Brenius would go and live in
Sinckan, and supervise that place as well as Backluang and Tavocan, in addition to taking on
the duty of carrying out the Dutch service in the castle. Consequently, the Council meeting
considered whether it would be advisable and appropriate to either change or leave the
aforementioned words intact as regards meaning. This way D. Bavius (as D. Junius had done
before) would have universal authority over all the churches in that district. D. Brenius, with
the exception of the Dutch service at the castle, and the study of the Sinkan language, while on
duty would also supervise to some extent the behaviour of the attendants to the sick and the
schoolmasters in the aforementioned locations, as well as the supervision over the southern
villages that was ascribed in the same letter to the licentiate Merkuni. Such seemed to be the
meaning implied by the words of Bavius because a few days earlier his E. [President] had with
a long and serious argument maintained during the meeting that nevertheless supervision
ought to be with D. Brenius, who has the most ecclesiastical authority and power over the
congregations of Sinckan, Backloan and Tavocan. The Council meeting understood
unanimously that those suspect words should be changed so that they could be cleared of any
possible suspicion of exaggerated opinions. However, D. Bavius would not hear of it and
rejecting the conclusion of the meeting disapproved of a letter being sent in the collective
name. He [said he] would write one in the name of Soulang. The Church Council in Teyoan
could do likewise, let it be understood, however, during the day it had given the matter more
consideration, and agreed to the changes made in the letter, such as that which mentioned the
sending of it in the collective name. These were approved in all parts, and D. Junius was given

the task of ordering this to be done.

(Fol 4) The preacher Simon van Breen and Sr. Boon, elder, also reported the visits which they
had made. Sr. Schillemans and Miss Pels were reconciled, as well as the aforementioned
Schillemans and his wife with Sr. Cesar and his wife, Miss Pijls with Paulus Struis and his
wife, Mayken Huiberts with Miss Pijls, Bartel Arendse and his wife with Willem Gijssen and
his wife. Arend Rossennaed denied much and made many excuses, promising in future to walk
the Christian way, not committing any offence. With the remainder of the congregation all was

well.

The brothers of the Church Council celebrate censuram morum with complete contentment

amongst themselves.



Simon van Breen
Nicasius de Hooghe
Elder

Pieter Boon
Philippus Heylman

Nicolaes Reyerss

(Fol 5) 3 S, 28 October

With two attendants to the sick, who had been residing in Soulang, not having much work to
do, and as Backluan was in need of a good attendant to the sick, due to the illness of Hendrik
van Beek, whose condition did not show signs of immediate improvement, it has been agreed
that Joost Gillisz would be transferred from Soulang to Backluan, not only to give him more
practice in the Sinckan language, but also for him to supervise the schoolmaster in Backluan
who is still a young man, intending that in time he will perform all the duties of the attendants

to the sick. These matters will be communicated to D. Bavius.

Anna van Lameyen is pregnant, and a monthly allowance which has been set at 4rl and 56
pennies a month has been requested from the revenue of the church social welfare fund.
Morens Stormgoed, a schoolmaster, who has been sacristan for a while, from now on requires
a monthly salary. It has been approved that he will receive 1/2rl and 56 pennies at the
beginning of every month; because the new church was repaired and his position has involved
extra duties, and [because] his behaviour has not given cause for complaint, he may seek

[financial] improvement and can expect it.

After it was debated several times among the brothers as to whether it was advisable to make,
for the use of the church, some silver utensils, such as two goblets, a jug, three table dishes, a
bread dish and two smaller dishes to be put on the table for collecting the special alms during
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper: this matter was finally given good consideration in all its

aspects and unanimously approved.

Simon van Breen
Nicasius de Hooghe
Pieter Boon
Philippus Heijlman

Nicolaes Reijerss
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(Fol 6) 4 S, 23 November presided over by Simone van Breen

Attendant to the sick Hendrick van Beek demonstrated his weakness and bodily impotence,
and as a result of his determined resolution to leave for the motherland after the termination of
his contract, which is now about half-finished, he has requested to be dismissed from Backluan,
where he has been ordered to reside for a couple of months now, and to be dispatched from
here on an expedition. His dismissal from Backluan has been approved by the Church Council,

but his dispatch will be communicated to D. Bavius.

Attendant to the sick Jan Bouwensz van Leeuwarden, currently appointed on the jacht
Breskens requests as a result of his qualifications to be employed in Formosa; which will be
granted to him by the Church Council after the approval of the E. President and his Council.
He is to be contracted for seven years, and after the end of the first year of the contract, he will

receive a rise in accordance with the services rendered.

Attendant to the sick Daniel Jonassz van Enkhuisen, currently appointed on the fleet ship
Castricum, making the same request as above, was likewise given approval, but contracted for
ten years, and after the end of the first year of the contract, will receive a rise, in accordance
with services rendered, and the following year will be given permission to bring his wife here

from the motherland.

Simon van Breen
Nicasius de Hooghe
Pieter Boon
Philippus Heijlman

Nicolaes Reijerss

(Fol 7)5S
Simon van Breen and Sr. Nicasius d’Hooge report how the honorable President and his
Council had been pleased by the hiring of Jan Bouwerss and Daniel Jonass as well as the

dismissal of Hendrik van Beecq, all of them attendants to the sick.

Then, a letter, sent by D. Bavius, was read out, in which he agreed with the departure and
dispatch of Hendric van Beecq, and [said] that the newly hired attendants to the sick would
first be put under some supervision. However, he cannot comprehend at all why Joost Gillisz

is to be appointed in Backluan, and indicated several locations, which, in his opinion, were



more in need of attendants to the sick than Backluan.

The Church Council considering this letter — which was written in a somewhat proud way —
agrees not to reply to it; however, it will dispatch Hendric van Beecq at the first opportunity to
Batavia or elsewhere; make Daniel Jonassz reside in Mattou; and postpone the placement of
Jan Bouwensz until D. Bavius arrives. But with regard to Joost Gillisz, the Church Council
understands that he will go to Backluan for reasons best known to himself. It envisages all the
more that other places, which are in need, will be helped by the newly-hired attendants to the

sick no less than by Joost Gillisz.

D. Bavius will be notified in writing of all the things, which will emerge during the coming
weeks, amongst which several issues will be debated in the Church Council. And if it were to
happen that D. Bavius should bring elders with him from Soulang, the meeting would not
accept these members (for E. President and his Council, the Soulang Church Council, has not

and cannot approve this).

Attendant to the sick Gerrit Jansz Hartgring van Hasselt, recently moved here by
recommendation from Kelang (Fol 8) has been hired in service of the churches on the same

conditions as Jan Bouwersz van Leeuwarden.

Simon van Breen
Nicasius de Hooghe
Philippus Heylman

Nicolas Reyerss
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