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Song Tik-1ai’s Theory and Practice of “Taiwanese Literature”:
Exploring “Khong-po € Tann-niau-tshi”
(The Revolt in Tann-niau City)

Tén, Iong-tong
ML.A. Student, Department of Taiwan Culture, Languages and Literature,

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Published in 1987, “Khong-pd &€ Téann-niau-tshi” is a pioneering work of postwar
Taiwanese novel. Not only did Song Tik-14i (Song Ze-lai) express his concern about politics,
human rights and ethnics with elaborate writing skills and advanced aesthetics, this work was
also a complete practice of Song Tik-14i’s “Taiwanese literature theory.” This article starts from
Song’s literary perspectives and explores how he developed “Taiwanese literature theory” on
the basis of human rights literature theory and national literature theory. Then, the topics and
images of “Khong-pd € Tann-niau-tshi” are discussed. Lastly, this article explains how this
work well corroborates Song’s literature theories. This article argues that Song’s Taiwanese
literature theory shows consistency with his human rights literature theory and national
literature theory; furthermore, the use of Taiwanese makes it even more radical. “Khong-po &
Tann-niau-tshi” is a practice of Song’s literature theories, both in contents and in form, and its
importance in Song’s writing history and Taiwanese literature history should be revalued and

further recognized.

Keywords: Song Tik-lai, human rights literature, national literature, Taiwanese

literature, “Khong-po &€ Tann-niau-tsh1”
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