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The Hakka Writers and Their Writings on Taiwanese
Indigenous Peoples in Taiwan Literature

Huang, Yu-chieh
Ph.D. Candidate, Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Literature,

National Chengchi University

Abstract

In 1964, Taiwanese writer Wu Zhuo-liu established a literature magazine named Taiwan
Literature. While there were few place for Taiwanese writers to publish their works during the
White Terror period in Taiwan, Taiwan Literature is said to serve as a meaningful platform
that gathered the works of Taiwanese writers of generations before and after the War.

Interestingly, although Holo is the biggest ethnic group in Taiwan, and Hakka occupies
only one-third of its population, the magazine published works of almost an equal number of
Holo and Hakka writers. What’s even more interesting is that, Hakka writers, in fact, wrote
many works about Taiwanese indigenous peoples, and it was not commonly seen in other
literary works at that time.

Therefore, in terms of their close relations in residential area and also the writers’
personal experiences of ethnic interactions, this article aims at exploring the reasons why
Hakka writers depicted the lives of Taiwanese indigenous peoples. Moreover, issues regarding
indigenous peoples presented in these works will also be analyzed. It is hoped that after doing

so, we could get a clearer understanding of Taiwan Literature and its status in literary field.

Keywords: Taiwan Literature, Hakka, Taiwanese indigenous peoples, geography, period

of martial law
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