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From East-Asian Shonen-ai to Taiwanese Tongzhi:
Wu Ji-wen’s The Reader of Shonen-ai of the Fin de Siecle and
Sunaga Asahiko

Liu, Ariel Ling-chun
Specially-Appointed Lecturer, Faculty of Humanities, Law and Economics,

Mie University, Japan

Abstract

Wu Ji-wen’s novel The Reader of Shonen-ai of the Fin de Siécle (RSFS) (fl#IKDFE
7875 is a masterpiece within the tongzhi (LGBT) literature boom in the 1990s in Taiwan. Wu
represented the sex scenes and love affairs from Chen Sen’s Pinhuabaojian (PHBJ) (157¢ &
#%), a pederasty novel written in middle Ching Dynasty of China, making RSFS as a modern
work with the perspective of fomgzhi literature in Taiwan. However, previous studies
overlooked the fact that Wu received his master degree in philosophy from Hiroshima
University in Japan, and translated a number of Japanese novels approximately at the same
time he published RSFS. Therefore, I will argue that to better understand Wu’s RSFS, we
should reconsider how his writing was influenced by Japanese culture and his translation
work.

At first glance, RPF'S reads like nothing more than a new edition of a Chinese classical
novel, so it’s difficult to find the relations between RSFS and the translation work of Wu. In
this study, I will further (1) confirm the relationship of Wu’s RSFS and his second novel
Galaxy's in Ecstasy (A77#%%]), and show that the title of RSFS is integrated from those of
two books by Japanese essayist Sunaga Asahiko, Album de la Jeunesse a la Fin de Siecle
(AJFS) (#1421 58) and The Reader of Shonen-ai in the West (RSW) (FE7/5 P EE 72 K),
(2) investigate the writing styles and the editoral work of the understudied essayist Sunaga, the
contents of AJFS and RSW, and the meaning of the term shonen-ai ("V %) in both Japanese
and Chinese contexts, and (3) discuss how Wu was affected by Sunaga, who was also an editor,
a translator, and a writer like Wu, and how Wu created a new Reader of Shonen-ai in Taiwan in
the 1990s.
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